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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 1 , 
lines 8 and 9, and claim 17, lines 10 and 11, "a predetermined localized portion" should 
read -said predetermined localized portion-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8, 10-12, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Enk. 

Enk discloses a fire suppression system 10 for detecting and suppressing fires in 
a protected space comprising: a plurality of reservoirs 28-30 for containing a fire 
retardant, a piping network with flow paths 21, 18, 21, 35, 36, a plurality of sprinklers 14, 
15, 33, 34, at least one valve 25 for selectively open particular zone that is on fire, at 
least one fire detector 52/61 (temperature sensor), at least one damage sensor 52/61 
(optical), a signal means 43/44, a control station to control at least one valve (see figure 
4), a control station with system status monitor displays 43-46, 59, a halon fire 
extinguishant (see column 2, lines 34-41), a mean for audible annunciation such as the 
airplane telecom system. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 5-10, 12-28, 30, 32, 33, and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Uetake et al. in view of Matsuoka. 

Uetake et al discloses a water fire suppression system comprising: a fire detector 
such as a smoke sensor 7, a damage sensor such as a temperature detecting sensor 5, 
a plurality of sprinklers 2a-2n, a pressure pump 3P to pressurize water within the 
system, at least one valve 2M, an input device 26 such as a keyboard to manually 
control the opening and closing of the valves, an output device 27 such as a display 
device for monitoring the system, a piping network with a plurality of flow path 2R, 3R. 
Uetake does not disclose a plurality of reservoirs each with a level sensor. However 
Matsuoka discloses a fire suppression system comprising: a plurality of reservoirs 16, 
62, a water level sensor 56, a piping network 20 with flow paths 24, at least one valve 
26, at least one fire detector 40, a signal means CS1-CS3, a control station 30. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have 
provided the device of Uetake et al. with a plurality of reservoirs each with a level 
sensor as suggested by Matsuoka. Doing so would provide an effective fire suppression 
system. 
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With respect to claims 7 and 25, to have a plurality of control stations is just a 
matter of design choice and is obvious to one skilled in the art. 

6. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uetake 
et al. in view of Matsuoka as applied to claims 17-24, 26-28, 30, 32, 33, and 35-39 
above, and further in view of Enk. 

Uetake et al. in view of Matsuoka teaches all the limitations of the claim except 
for a halon fire retardant. However, Enk discloses a halon fire suppression system 10 
for detecting and suppressing fires in a protected space. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have provided the device of Uetake et 
al. and Matsuoka with a halon as a fire retardant as suggested by Enk. Doing so would 
provide a better fire suppression system (see Enk column 2, lines 34-39). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 13, 31, and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to show the art with respect to a 
fire suppression system: Phillips, and Sundholm. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dinh Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4907. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Scherbel can be reached on 571-272-4919. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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